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On the challenge Old Dominion's QB presented: 
“Alright, early. I think for the most part we played pretty solid all day. We went through 
about a two-series stretch in like the third quarter, early fourth where we reverted back to 
really poor execution and poor tackling. I think their quarterback is an athletic guy who 
can create some problems with the ball in his hand. I thought, all-in-all, we played solid 
other than a couple of series when it’s all said and done. You are going to get guys who 
are going to create some plays. We had a couple plays designed to take the ball out of 
Stone Smartt's hands. I made a bad call on one of the designed runs and they popped 
about a 30 or 40-yard run. We were in a two-deep kind of pressure and vacated 
everyone out to cover the underneath routes and they popped it right there. All-in-all, I 
was pleased with our kids and how we fought, but again, it goes back to playing for 60 
minutes. We can’t just play for 50 or 45, that's where we have to continue to make 
strides.” 
 
On the front four struggles trying to produce pressure: 
“Well, we are young. It’s not always fair to them when they are being blocked by six or 
seven guys, today, early on while in max protect. That was my thought, by trying to get 
some pressure. We blitz quite a bit today because, if not, the QB was going to be able to 
sit back and have plenty of time. That’s kind of how I saw it when they came out. They 
did a couple of things early with the jet sweep and things they have not shown 
particularly with the quarterback under center. At the end of the day, we got good 
pressure. I felt like, at times, we were too concerned with getting too much up the field 
and created lanes for him to get out in space and run. That probably slowed us down, 
and we mirrored him more. We want to be aggressive but yet not get run on by the QB. 
We are young, and those guys are gaining valuable experience every week. We just 
have to continue to improve and get better. We play a bunch of young guys up front, but 
I'm encouraged by them continuing to get better.” 
 
On Caleb Farley’s pass interference in the end zone: 
“Yeah, we will look at it. That’s going to happen. I brought man pressure, and it was just 
one of those bang-bang plays. The one I was disappointed with was the one on third and 
long. Go play what you are doing, and you don’t need to jockey with the guy down the 
field as far as putting your hands on the player. The play on the goal line is going to 
happen. From what I saw from, it was just a bang-bang good play. The quarterback 
threw it, and I didn’t think it was going to make it, but he chucked and ducked. Some of 
those are going to happen like that. I was disappointed it was down the field in front of 
their bench on a third and long situation.” 
 
On facing former player Eric Kumah: 
“It wasn’t about stopping Eric Kumah. It’s just about going and playing Virginia Tech 
football. Kumah searched me up afterward, and I recruited Eric. I wished him nothing but 
the very best. He was so appreciative of me, giving him an opportunity to play college 
football. I told him at the end, it would be a relationship for a lifetime. That’s what I told 
him when I recruited him that it was going to be that way. It wasn’t about stopping 
Kumah. My biggest concern was the QB and how dangerous he was going to be.” 
 



On Jermaine Waller’s performance this week compared to the game versus 
Boston College: 
“The big play he gave up last week was just a busted coverage. With what happened 
last week, he would be my last guy that I would be unhappy with just because of what 
his body of work was through spring, summer, and fall camp. He was probably our best 
defensive back in all that time. It was just first-game jitters a little bit. We weren’t going to 
press him a whole lot today. I did question Stone Smartt's ability to throw down the field, 
but I didn’t want to give him anything cheap. Last year, I thought we gave them a lot of 
cheap plays down the field, and I didn’t want to do that this year. Just keeping the ball in 
front. There weren’t many yards after the catch, which was big. I thought our tackling, for 
the most part, was kind of average today, but that’s what the game creates with a lot of 
athletes in space. You will see some missed tackles and see some guys out-run other 
players. I thought Jermaine played an outstanding football game. He had a sack, and I 
thought he was going to have another one, but one of our defensive ends busted their 
blitz. We were going to outnumber them in that scenario. He could have a couple more.” 
 
On his experience coaching against Bryan Stinespring: 
“I talked to Brian just briefly. I saw him right before we were about to go on the field, and 
I hugged his neck. You have friends in this business, but a guy like Brian, where we 
were together for 25-plus years. That’s more than a friendship, that’s a brother. We had 
a lot of battles together. We shared a lot of laughs and shared a lot of tears together. 
That’s a special guy in my eyes. He has been a big part of our success here. He was a 
big part of some really outstanding seasons and some great offenses. He is a great 
football coach and a great friend.” 
 
	


