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On his excitement with the opportunity to start again:
“I’m really excited, but it kind of stinks how it happened. Prayers for Josh [Jackson} and a speedy recovery, he’s a great guy, a very unfortunate incident but it’s the next man up. You’ve got to be ready to go. You got to get prepared for Duke and go 1-0 this week.”

On his mindset after not winning the starting quarterback role during camp
“I knew I was always one play away. You’ve got to prepare like you’re a starter no matter what. You’ve just got to be ready to go.”

On whether any family or friends will be in attendance at the Duke game 
“My family was actually already planning on coming. It’s my birthday on Friday so they’re going to come celebrate with me. It’s kind of good timing I guess.”

On his game at Kansas vs TCU where he had a chance play in a tight game in the fourth quarter and if that experience can help him at Virginia Tech:  
“Yeah definitely. Like I said before, you can never replace live game action when the bullets are flying you know you can get your head taken off at any moment. Two-minute drills, things are a little intense, you have to focus and execute, and get the calls in quickly. You can practice that all you want in practice but when it’s under pressure and lights are on, cameras are rolling, it’s a whole different series. It’s just different in games. Having game experience gets me a little more excited to get out on the field. I’m confident going out there, coach is going to have us prepared and I think we’re going to have a good game plan going into it.”

On having other opportunities besides Virginia Tech after he decided to leave Kansas 
“I had some other opportunities yes, but I’m here now, that’s all that matters. I’m glad to be a Hokie.”

On the familiarity with James Shibest, Tech’s Special Teams Coordinator that helped him end up in Blacksburg
“Yeah, I’ve actually met Coach Shibest probably … I don’t even know how long ago. Apparently I went to a [Kansas City} Royals games with him when I was really young. I don’t remember but he’s been friends with my dad for a while. We trusted him, my Dad trusted him a lot and it felt like a good fit.”

On when he received his scholarship at Virginia Tech
“I think Coach Fuente told me the second day of practice in the spring, but it took affect in the fall. I knew early in the spring.”

On getting thrown into the fire right away at Kansas and not taking a redshirt year: 
“Yeah my redshirt got burned pretty quickly. I was learning on the fly, not going to lie. I was really learning on the fly. I feel a lot more confident now. I’m in my fourth year of college football, you learn a few things along the way. Film study, having different systems, different coaches, you pick up things wherever you are. I feel a lot more confident going into games now. I feel more under control, I know what’s going on, I know what looks they’re giving me and it just gives me more confidence and makes me be able to make more plays.”

On facing Patrick Mahomes and Texas Tech and being able to throw toe-to-toe against him when he played at KU:  
“Me and him actually had the same quarterback coach. Mahomes has got a cannon, I mean he has a big-time arm. I don’t know he’s playing well for the Chiefs though. I follow along a lot.”

On the difference between the gunslinging mentality in the Big 12 and what Coach Fuente expects and whether he needs to adjust his style: 
“I wouldn’t say change style. Ball security is always number one. Coach Fuente really emphasizes it. You still have to have a gunslinger mentality. At the end of the day you still have to put points up on the board to win, so you got to do what you got to do.” 

On his Cherokee heritage:
“That’s from my father’s side. He always tells me, ‘You’re a warrior out there, you’re a Native American, you’re a Cherokee.’ I’m actually registered, even got a card. I can vote if I want, never have but it’s pretty cool. I’m kind of proud of it. I’ve learned bits and pieces (of the culture). My uncle is really into it. He tells me all about it like my heritage and where I’m from and my ancestors. That’s my uncle Larry.”

On transition from Kansas’ up-tempo offense to Virginia Tech’s: 
“It was a little bit different because we get the signals from the sideline here but I would get a signal and I would have to signal to everyone else. I would have to put in the call, signal my receivers, signal to my running back, wherever he was lined up and go. It was a little different and we had to do it pretty quick. This is in my opinion a little easier.”

On the pass protection at ODU and whether there will be changes made for the Duke game
“Hats off to ODU. They had some really good players. Number seven, he’s going to make some money playing football. I don’t know, I wouldn’t say adjustments. Everyone across the board has got to play better. It’s never one person, one position group, not even the offense, it’s the whole team. We all need to improve and get better this week and go 1-0 against Duke.”

On coming from an athletic family where both of his parents and two older siblings were Division I athletes:
“My Dad played football at Kansas State, my Mom was an All-American track runner at Iowa State, my sister went to back-to-back Final Fours at Oklahoma and my other sister played basketball at St. Louis University and I’m here. It’s kind of funny, my dad always told me when I was growing up ‘Oh you’re going to play Division I sports’ so I kind of expected it and it happened. I don’t know, it’s a little different when you have older siblings doing it before you, you kind of have expectations to live up to.”














 

 

 






